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war, a conflict between classes and creeds in Ireland,
was not the worst evil to be feared. The Duke of
Wellington, the first soldier of the age, was Prime
Minister of England. The Marquis of Anglesey, another
soldier of renown, was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.
Neither could be confident that the contagion of Catholic
sympathies would not spread to the Catholic soldiery of
the Crown, and add to the horrors of civil war the
confusion of military discord.
At last Peel's eyes were opened. His lack of fore-
sight was now to be redeemed by that incomparable
insight, that supreme capacity for the conduct of current
affairs, the management of men and the control of
events, in which he has had few rivals among English
statesmen. He saw at once that the time for a change
was come. Even before the Clare election he had
warned Wellington that it would not be possible
for him to remain in the Ministry and to lead the
House of Commons now that the vote of that House
had again placed him in a minority with regard to the
Catholic claims; and as the resolution of Sir Francis
Burdett, which had previously passed the House of
Commons, was about to be discussed in the House of
Lords, he entreated the duke to take such a course in
debate as would not preclude him, who was less deeply
committed on the question than himself, from taking the
whole question of Ireland into consideration during the
recess, with the view of adjusting the Catholic question.
He still thought, however, that he might himself escape
from the obligation of carrying out that adjustment.
But the nemesis of lost opportunities does not thus
easily spare its victims. Peel was destined by a fate
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